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and convert the people, where there was the greatest probability of success, and the persons thus sent, either returned or continued in those places, as occasion required, having no fixed cures or titles to particular places ; for being all entered in the Bishop's registry, (as the usual course then was) they could not be discharged without his consent. Afterwards, when Christianity prevailed, and many churches were built, the cure of souls was limited both as to places and persons. The places are those which we now call parishes, the extent whereof is certainly known, and the boundaries are now fixed by long usage and custom. The parsons are the ministers, who by presentation, institution, and induction, are entitled to the tithes and other ecclesiastical profits arising within that parish, and have the cure of souls who live and reside there; and this the canonists call a cure In foro interiori tantum, and they distinguish it from a cure of souls In foro exteriori, such as archdeacons have to suspend, excommunicate, and absolve, and which is Sine Pastorali Cura: and from another cure, which they say is In utroque simul, that is, both In exteriori et interiori foro; and such the Bishop has, who has a superintendent care over the whole diocese, intermixed with jurisdiction.
CURATE. The person who has the cure of souls in a parish. In this sense the word is used in the Prayer Book, "all Bishops and curates." The word is, in common parlance, used to denote either the presbyter or deacon, who is employed under the spiritual rector or vicar, as assistant to him in the same church, or else in a chapel of ease, within the same parish, belonging to the mother church; secondly,, by way of distinction, called perpetual, which is where there is in a parish neither spiritual rector nor vicar, but a clerk employed to officiate there by the impropriator: who by the terms of his sacrilegious gift is bound to ee maintain" the priest. How far this is complied with by those lay-irnpropriators who allow the same stipend now that was given 2 or 300 years ago we need not wait to inquire. The appointment of a curate to officiate under an incumbent in his own church, must be by such incumbent's nomination of him to the Bishop. To every of these several kinds of curates, the